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On the morning of August 14, 1908, Mabel Hallam accused George Richards
of having raped her the night before.

Mabel Hallam (21; wife of streetcar George Richardson (36;
motorman William Hallam) construction laborer)




Although Mrs. Hallam was later to recant her story, absolving Mr. Richardsor
of any wrongdoing, her actions unleashed a fury of violent activity that was to
wreck havoc with the City of Springfield.
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On August 1#, 1908, the City of Springfield erupted in racially motivated

mob violence that lasted for several days, and resulted in the lynching of two
African-American citizens, as well as the destruction of numerous houses ant
businesses within the city. Much of the violence was centered on the Levee
commercial district and residential Badlands. The violence was subdued
through the efforts of the Illinois Nation&luard.
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Photographs of East Madison
Street, and National Guard in
Springfield (August 1908).




The Springfield Race Riot of August 1908 was one of the catalysts that resulted in the
formation of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP). On February 12 1909 (in conjunction with the 10@&nniversary of
Lincolndbs Dbirth), the organization was
AThe NAACP was formed partly I n respon

lynching and the 1908 race riot in Springfield, the capital of lllinois and resting place c
President Abraham Lincoln. o
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Phase Il archaeological investigations on the
Carpenter Street Underpass Project (the first
componentof the Springfield Rail Improvements
Project)wasundertakenn 2014

© PRUPOSED ROW.

ARPENTER STREET UNDERPASS
SANGAMON COUNTY
SPRINGFIELD RAIL IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT

EXHIBIT 1




Over 40 houses and business were destroyed in the Badlands during the"Aiijust 14
1908weekend ispringfield. This map depicts the location of the houses and business
destroyed by fire during the riots (as depicted on the 1896 Sanborn fire insurance ma
The2019 projecdrea is circled in redfhe 2022 project area is circled in greenblilibe
arrows indicate the locationha$toric photographic views.




The well preservedemainsof five housesconstructedn the 184G were uncovered
during theseinvestigations They were built on lots re-orientedto face Tenth Street,
alongwhich the GreatWesternRailroadran through Springfield The homesinitially
were occupied by white families By the late 19" century the residenceswere
predominatelyoccupiedoy African Americangenants
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Locationof burned(A-E) andunburnedF andG) housesn the Tenth StreetCorridor,
overlain on existing aerial view. Buildings highlightedin orangewere destroyedoy
fire in the August1908 Springfieldriot. The railroadright-of-way depictedherewas

the original proposedight-of-way asenvisionedn 2014




Phase Il archaeological testing of the project area was undertaken in late 20
This work documented the weteserved remains sfven nineteenth century
houseB five of which had been burned in the riots of August 1908. Only the
front sections of the houses were located within the proposed project area, w
therear yard activity areas associated with these loocassd tahe west beneath

the existing parking lot.




Views of Houses A (left) and B (right) during Phase Il testing. House A appe
to have been occupied by, among others, the Smith family at the time of the

riot. At the time of the Phase Il researchgibaupant of House & the time
of the riots was unknown.
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Two views of House E (and associated brick walkway) during Phase Il testin
This house was occupiedthg Isaac Smitlamily for much of the nineteenth

century. At the time of the 1908 riot, the houseepastedly occupiday/o H .
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A key aspectof the archaeologicalexcavationswas understandinghe depositionalsequence
within the housesandthe different contextsin which the artifactswere recovered(i.e. PreFire;
Fire; and PostFire). A distinctil f iz o @ associatedvith theh o u sdest@rustionin 1908 was

readily observable Thetop andbottomof the fire zoneis markedby theredlines,left. Burned
floor boardsandfloor joist areexposedopnright.




After four years of coordination with various state and federal agencies, and
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Par t i eadraall
to preserve

E outlined inyellow, and 2) completely excavate those areas within the rew ri
of-way that could not be preserved in place (dres®utlined in red).
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House E after completion tife firsthalf of the checkerboard (left), and after
completiorof thefieldwork (right)




House D after completion tife firsthalf of the checkerboard (left), and nearing
completion of the second halftbé checkerboard (right).




House C after completion of first half of the checkerboard (left), and nearing
completion of the second half of checkerboard.
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House B after completion of first half of the checkerboard (left), and nearing
completion of the second halftbé checkerboard




With the fieldworkcompleted in summe&t020,the focus shiftedo
the processing oértifacts andeport production
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A wide range of artifacts dating from the 1830s through August 1908 were recovered,
PreFire deposits were generally subdivided into Early, Middle, and Late components.
This image documents tipgimary vessel§rom the EarlyMiddle PreFire context of
House Edeposited (circd8451870) by the widow Smith and her family.
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But the most significantassemblagerscoveredirom theseinvestigationsn termsof
our researchgoals are thoseassociatedvith the Late PreFire and Fire assemblages
Theseassemblagegive us newinsightsinto thelifeways of the Black occupantdiving
in the neighborhoodjust prior to, and during, the riotsd such as this table setting
recoveredrom HouseB.

This table settingwas recoveredfrom
House B, and it depicts a typical
ceramic table setting for a working
class family of the period® whether
White or Black




